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WRIGHT, Thomas Henry              
 
Private, 123987 
Royal Army Medical Corps 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Tuesday, 26th February, 1918 
Lost at Sea  
Memorial: Hollybrook Memorial 
Theatre of War: At Sea 
Aged 23 years 
 
Thomas Henry Wright was born in Haverhill in 1895, the third son and ninth child of 
Frederick and Laura Wright. 
 
Frederick, a warehouseman and originally from Helions Bumpstead, married local 
girl Laura Constantine Basham, at St Mary’s Church, Haverhill on 25th December 
1883.  Frederick and Laura set up home at 5 St Botolph’s Place, and later at 
Chauntry Place, and had nine children.   
 
Sadly, Frederick died in 1900 aged 36 years, leaving Laura to bring up her seven 
surviving children – Thomas being only 5 years old.  By 1901 Laura and her family 
had moved to 4 Chainey Pieces, where she worked from home as a tailoress, helped 
by her eldest son Frederick, a grocer’s errand boy. 
 

 
Thomas worshipped at the West End Congregational 
Church and was a member of the Sunday School.  
Upon leaving school he worked as a factory hand for 
D. Gurteen & Son at Chauntry Mills, until he enlisted 
for four years in the 5th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
on 1st March 1912, at the age of 17 years 3 months. 
 
After Thomas had served his four years, he returned 
to Chauntry Mill as a general labourer in their 
Pressing Dept until he enlisted again.  
 
 

 
He attested in Bury St Edmunds on 28th May 1916, was placed on reserve and then 
mobilised with the R.A.M.C. on 8th August 1917.  
 
 
He gave his age as 22 years 8 months,  noting that he was a single labourer from 4 
Chainey Pieces, Haverhill.  
He gave his next of kin as his mother Laura Wright.  
He was 5 feet 7.75 inches ( 172.1 cm) tall, weighed 118 lbs (53.7 kg), and had a 
chest measurement of 29.5" to 33" (74.9 to 83.8 cm). 
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On the 25th February 1918, 
Thomas sailed on the hospital 
ship “Glenart Castle” from 
Cardiff bound for Brest, 
France to take on patients. 
They were unarmed, painted 
white and had highly visible 
red crosses, illuminated at 
night but aware of the 
dangers, as hospital ships 
were now being attacked by 
U-boats.   
 
Fishermen in the Bristol Channel saw her clearly lit up as a hospital ship. One 
witness remembered "I saw the Hospital Ship with green lights all around her - 
around the saloon. She had her red side lights showing and mast-head light, and 
also another red light which I suppose was the Red Cross light."  
 
At 0400, Glenart Castle was hit by a torpedo from the German submarine UC-56. 
The blast destroyed most of the lifeboats, while the subsequent pitch of the vessel 
hindered attempts to launch the remaining boats. In the eight minutes the ship took 
to sink, only seven lifeboats were launched, most of those being swamped by rough 
seas.  
 
Only some thirty of the two hundred crew survived. One hundred and sixty two 
people were killed including the Captain, eight nurses, seven Royal Army Medical 
Corps (RAMC) medical officers and forty seven medical orderlies. Thomas was one 
of these casualties.  
 
Thomas’ mother, Laura, received the dreadful news by telegram saying:  

 
Regret to inform you No. 123987 Pte T. H. Wright, R.A.M.C., reported 
missing believed drowned. 

 

The South West Suffolk Echo of 9th March 1918 reported that: 
 

‘Mrs. Wright, of 4 Chainey Piece, Haverhill, has received the following 
telegram "Regret to inform you that No.123987 Pte. T.H. Wright, 
R.A.M.C., reported missing, believed drowned, February 26th, loss of 
"Glenart Castle". Pte. Wright who was the third son of Mrs.Wright was 
23 years of age. Prior to enlistment he was employed in the pressing 
department of the factory.’ 

 
 
A memorial to those who lost their lives in the 
sinking of the HMHS Glenart Castle was 
dedicated on 26th February 2002 at Hartland 
Point, North Devon.  (photo courtesy of CWGC) 
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Thomas is also remembered 
on the Hollybrook Memorial, 
Southampton (photo left), on 
the Rolls of Honour of 
Gurteen’s Mat Department & 
Chauntry Mills and the West 
End Congregational Church, 
where the Sunday School 
Union also erected a bronze 
tablet.      

 

 
 

 
Private Thomas Henry Wright was awarded the Victory and the British War Medals.   

 

 
 

On Army Form 5080 in 1919 his mother recorded living relatives as herself and his 
sisters Mrs G.R.Hughes [21] and Miss L F Wright [19] at 4 Chainey Pieces; his 
brothers Lt. F W Wright [33] Rifle Brigade, Aldershot, L A Wright [29] HMS "New 
Zealand", C G Wright [23] Hill Cottage, Rendham. Suffolk. 
 
 
It was subsequently discovered that UC-56, commanded by Kapitanleutnant Wilhem Kiesewetter was 
responsible. A body was recovered with bullet wounds and it was suspected that the U-boat had fired 
on some survivors in an attempt to cover up the sinking. A charge of war crimes was unsuccessful. 
Evidence was found suggesting that the submarine may have shot at initial survivors in an effort to 
cover up the sinking of a hospital ship. The body of a junior officer of Glenart Castle was recovered 
from the water close to the position of the sinking. It was marked with two gunshot wounds, one in the 
neck and the other in the thigh. The body also had a life vest indicating he was shot while in the 
water. 
After the war, the British Admiralty sought the captains of U-Boats who sank hospital ships, in order to 
charge them with war crimes. Kapitanleutnant Wilhelm Kiesewetter — the commander of UC-56 — 
was arrested after the war on his voyage back to Germany and interned in the Tower of London. He 
was released on the grounds that Britain had no right to hold a detainee during the Armistice.  
 


